PEACE PRESERVATION (IRELAND) ACT. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 23 March 1875 /or, 



COPY “ of COREESPOXDINCE between His Excellency the Lord lieutenant 
of Ireland, the Chief Secretary for Ireland, and Mr. Callan, m.p., enclosing 
Statutory Declarations of Messrs. WCaffrey, with reference to 
License to carry Arms under the Peace Preserv.ytion Act 
(Ireland).” 

Dublin Castle, 1 
2 April 1875./ 



Memorandum. 

hi re Messrs. M‘Cafireys, the Police Authorities of Dundalk, and Captain 
Henry Keogh, r.m., stationed at Dundalk. 

Mr. Callan begs to submit for the consideration of his Excellency : — 

First. That the facts set forth in the accompanying, two solemn declarations 
are true in substance and fact ; the principal and most serious portions of them 
being so, within Mr. Callan’s own personal knowledge. 

That they disclose a series of acts and a course of proceeding, not only 
opposed to the spirit, but at variance with the law. 

That the said acts complained of are in direct violation of the rights of the 
subject in general, and of Mr. M'Caffrey in particular. 

That as regards the police administration of the Coercion Acts in this count)', 
and the alleged tampering ^rith the blocks of the books containing the counter- 
parts of the red licenses issued ; they disclose a state of things, not only highly 
censurable, if indeed not criminal, and one which imperatively demands the 
strictest investigation by an independent [)arty wholly unconnected with the 
Constabulary Department. 

Secojid. That as regards the conduct of Captain Keogh, the resident magis- 
trate stationed at Dundalk, the facts disclosed in the solemn declaration of 
Mr. John M‘Caffrey, senior, as having taken place in the Court-house at 
Dundalk, 

1. On Friday, 3rd October 18/3, when McCaffrey presented a letter of 
recommendation for a red or carrying license for his son, from Michael 
Kelly, Esq., j.p., the senior magistrate of the district, 

2. On Friday, 7th November, when M'Caffrey produced certificate of 
recommendation from Mr. Callan, m.p., and more especially the matters 
declared as having taken place in the magistrates’ room of the Court-house 
at Dundalk, 

3. On Friday 14th November 1873, on production of letter of recom- 
mendation from Bernard Coleman, Esq., j.p., of Ballybarrack, 

are sucli as imperatively demand and require a similar strict investigation by 
some independent party, not a resident magistrate, nor connected with the 
Constabul^ Department. 

Third. That the language alleged in the declaration of John M‘Caffray, 
senior, to have been used by Captain Keogh, r-m., in the magistrates’ room of 
the Court-house, at Dundalk, on Friday, the 14th of November 1873, and as 
charged by M'Caffrey, You need not try anywhere else “all is now in my 

154 .' A hands.” 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



hands.” Yoii may memorial “ the Lord Lieutenant if you like, but I tell you 
that you will not get any satisfaction,” and “you need not come to me any 
more” ; and, “ if you establish the fact that your son had a license granted in 
1870,” “ it would show that three years ago he was thought worthy to get it, 
but at present I cannot, nor will not, grant it, no matter hoxv recom- 
mended''’ 

That the aforesaid language, if true, as solmnli/ declared, is such as to im- 
peratively demand and require, in the interests of the due administration of 
justice, an inquiry on oath. 

That “ ’tis passing strange,” the red or canying license which on Friday the 
14th of November, Captain Keogh had refused to grant, even though the appli- 
cant was recommended by the ouly two liberal and Catholic magistrates in the 
Dundalk Petty Sessions District, and which he is alleged to have stated he 
would not grant, no matter how recommended^’ should, within four days, viz., 
2nd December, after it had become known that a sworn investigation into the 
facts complained of bad been applied for, have been sent unasked, unsought 
for, without any farther recommendation whatever by Captain Keogh, r.m., to 
Mr. M'Cafirey. 

That if Mr. M'Cafirev was not a fit and proper person to have the said 
license issued him on the 3rd October and the 7th November, and on the 
14th November he was equally an unfit and improper person to have it granted 
him on the 2nd December and vice versa : if he was a fit and proper person on 
the 2nd December to have a red license granted him, he was equally a fit and 
proper person to have such issued in his favour on the 3rd October, 7th No- 
vember, or 14th November 1873, and that the public interest demands and 
requires an investigation on oath into the matters herein contained. 

fourth. That the disregard with which Captain Keogh treated the aforesaid 
letters of recommendation of Messrs. Kelly and Coleman, Justices of the Peace 
for the County of Louth on 3rd October and 14th November 1873, affects the 
personal honour ’of the magistracy and the administration of justice, and im- 
peratively requires and demands a public inquiry into all the aforesaid matter 
and proceedings. 

Mr. CaUan therefore, in view of the foregoing circumstances, and on behalf 
of Mr. M'Caffrey, prays that “his Excellency may be pleased to direct the 
appointment of a Commissioner or Commissioners to investigate and inquire 
into the several matters aforesaid, and complained of and charged in the 
accompanviag solema declarations; and further that said Commissioner or Com- 
missioners should be wholly unconnected with the resident magistracy or the 
Constabulai*}’ Department, but should be some person or persons learned in. 
the law. and should be empowered to examine on oath all persons who may be 
produced before them in reference to the aforesaid matters, charges, and com- 
plaints. 

Cookstown House, Ardee, County Louth, 

6 December 18/3. 



To His Excellency the Right Honourable John Poj/ntz, Earl Spencer, Lord 
Lieutenant General, and General Governor of Ireland. 

May it please your Excellency, 

^ The humble Memorial of Jolm M'Caffrey, of Bridge-street, Dundalk, and of 
his son, John McCaffrey, junior, residing with him, 

Sheweth, 

That the facts set forth in the accompanying declarations are true in .substance 
and in fact ; that they show a series of acts, and a course of proceeding, opposed 
not only to the spirit, but at variance with the strictest interpretation, of the several 
Cnme and Outrage and Peace Preservation Acts at present in force in this, 
county ; that the seveo'al acts complained of are in direct •violation of the rights of 
your petitioners, and disclose a state of things highly censurable, 

your 
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■your petitioners humbly pray that your Excellency may he pleased to afford 
them redress by directing that the required license may be given * and that 
your Excellency may order an inquiry on oath before a duly competent and quali- 
fied impartial party, before whom, by counsel and witnesses, petitioners undertake 
to prove the facts slated, and charges made in said declarations. 



And your Petitioners ■will ever humbly pray. 



18 November 18/3. 



(signed) John McCaffrey, 

Bridge-street, Dundalk, 
(signed) John McCaffrey, junior. 

Bridge-street, Dundalk. 



Declar.\tion of John M'Caffy'ey. 



County of Louth to Wit. 

Petty Sessions District of Dundalk. 

I, John McCaffrey, of Bridge-street, Dundalk, in the county of Loutb, do 
solemnly and sincerely declare that I have been a ■water bailiff, of the district 
of Drogheda, from 1859 till 18/1 ; and in 1871, when the district was divided, 
I was appointed inspector of the Dundalk district, which appointment I now 
hold. I am by trade a last-maker. 

I have an only son, John M'Caffrey, jun., w'ho assists mein my trade and 
business. In the year 1868 I paid for a game certificate for him; in 1869 I done f 
the same, in /O the same, in ’71 the same, and in ’73 the same. In 18/0, in con- 
sequence of the change in the law, I went to Captain Coote, r.m., in company 
with my son, and he showed Captain Coote his game certificate, and asked him 
if that was now sufficient to carry a gun. Captain Coote said he thought it was, 
hut if he wanted a red license he would give it to him any time. Borne time 
after Head Constable Costello came and toid me he must get a red license from 
Captain Coote, r.m. I then sent my son to Captain Coote to fulfil his promise, 
and some time after that, Richard' Costello, Head Constable, brought down 
and gave to me a red license, signed Robert C. Coote, granting to John 
M‘Catfrey, jun,, of Bridge-street, Dundalk, permission to have and carry one 
double-barrel gun in the counties of Louth and Armagh, which license I know 
he had in his possession up to the 2oth Miirch 1872, on which day he told me 
it was. .stolen out of his pocket, .in a crowd, in Dundalk, and which I firmly 
believe to be true, 

I thought his name was still in the block of the licensing book left by Captain 
Coote, and besides, Head Constable Costello told me he would at any time 
prove that he brought the license to him, and gave it to me for him from Captain 
Coote, which license I believe to be good and valid until revoked, as the Act 
directs. On that account I paid 3 1. for a game certificate this year, on which 
he shot a week ; at the end of the week, Patrick Allen, constable of Bridge- 
street Station, Dundalk, told him in my presence not to go out again with his 
gun until he got a license from Captain Keogh, and said he, ‘^You had better go 
up to Mr, Supple, on Monday, and perhaps it may be all right, but I have no 
option in the matter”; that was on Saturday night, the 27th of September 
last. 

I went with my son immediately to Mr. Supple at his own house ; I was about 
to explain to him what my business was, but he cut me short and said, “ Oh, Iknow 
all about that ; I have been told that he has been shooting over the whole country 
without a carrying license, and if he takes his gun outside his door again with- 
out that license, I will have him prosecuted and the gun forfeited.” I said, “ Well, 
sir, will you be kind enough to recommend him for a license, as he has lost the 

one 



* License sent M'Caffrey 2 December 1873, — (signed) P, GaUan, 
t Sic. 
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one lie had. Mr. Supple said, “ Upon my word, I will do no such thing for a 
man that is poaching over the whole country;” I said, ‘^Poaching, sir?” He 
said, Yes, there is nothing like calling Jhings hy their proper name.” My son 
said he did not shoot ^my place without leave from either the landlord or the 
farmer. Mr. Supple said, “ Farmer ! that is your idea of it.” I said, “ Well, 
sir, you know my son brought Head Constable Costello to Captain Ball, r.m., 
when he was here, and that he, Costello, told Captain Ball that he brought the 
license from Captain Coote for my son.” Mr. Supple said, “ I know all that 
about Costello, your son, and Captain Ball, but he has no license now, and if 
he takes his gun outside tlie door, I will have it forfeited and him prosecuted, 
and if I did my duty I would have him summoned on last Friday.” ' I said, “ I 
wish, sir, that you would summon him, for I am quite certain I could then 
establish that he had a license, and that his name is still in the block of the 
hook yet he said, “ It is not, and never was in it, and I don’t care, sir, what 
you wish, it is my duty 1 will do.” I was present in the Court-house on the 3rd 
of October last, when my son presented the following letter from Michael 
Kelly, Esq., j.p., to Captain Keogh, r.m. : — 

I know the bearei*, John McCaffrey, jun. ; he is of good character, and has had a 
game certificate for the last five yeai*s, and as the law now' requires a carrying license 
msOj I wish to recommend him for such to carry a double-barrel gun in the counties of 
1/outh and Armagh. 

“ Michael Kelly, j.p., to 

Captain Keogh, r.m., Dundalk.” 

My son also iiresented to Captain Keogh his game certificates for 1868, 
1869, 18/0, and 1873, the certificate for 18/1 being stolen with his red license 
and purse on the 25th March 18/2. Captain Keogh asked him how he was 
shooting so long witijout a red license ; he then explained that he had a license, 
when he got it, and where, and when it was stolen. Mr. Supple then stood up 
and said that he was aware Mr. M‘Caffrey had a license, but how he got it was 
a mystery to him, Mr. Supple. 

M\ son had several interviews with ilr. Keogh after that, at which I was 
not present, hut on the /th of November I was present in the Court-house, 
Dundalk, and presented to Captain Keogh the following recommendation from 
Mr. Callan, m.p. : — 



w John JFCaffrey, jun., son of John M'Caffi-ey of Bridge-street, Dundalk, 
ctor of fisheries. I am aware that he was granted a red or caiTving license hy 



" I know 

local inspector oi nsneries. i am aware that he was granted a red or'caiTying license hy 
Laptam Loote, n.M., which enabled him to make use of liis game certificate in the county 
oi^ijoutli, where Le always bad permission to shoot on my land. 

•now him to be a proper, well-conducted young man, of stainless reputation, and 
every way qualified, according to the expressed declaration of tlie Chief Secretary for 
lielancl, lully Within the nieamng and spirit of the Coercion Acts, to have granted him 
the iicense necessary to enable him to carry arms in the county of Louth or elsewhere. 

1 am also aware that it is the opinion of magistrates of the county, one of whom has 

already so expressed himself under his hand. 



‘ Cookstown House, Ardee, 
6 November 1878.” 



' Phillip Callan. 



Captain Keogh looked at Mr. Callan’s letter, and said that he had a great 
deal of talk with my son on this matter, and that he would not give any other 
answer than what he bad given to him. I said, “Well, sir, I am at a great 
T f n not getting leave to go out to shoot after paying 3 and what will 
1 ^11 . R^ngh.then spoke loud and sharp, and said, “Do nothing; 

1 will give no other answer, so bother me no more.” 

On the 8th of November, being Saturday evening, I went to Captain 
Keoghs lodgings with the following letter of recommendation from Mr. 
Coleman, j.p. : — 



“ To Captain Keogh, R.M., Dundalk. 

M'Caffrey, jun.. of Bridge-street. DuudaJk, for u 
red or carrying liceuee to carry armB. I knoiv iim to be a young man of good character 
and a proper person torget such a license. I believe he has a certificate to HU g^e. ' 



Ballybarrack, 8 November 1873.” 



Bernard Coleman, j.p. 



In 
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In consequence of not being able to see him through the week, I waited on 
Captain Keogh on Friday in the magistrate’s room in! the court-house : I then 
said to him, “ You told my son to write to Captain Coote, and that if he said 
he had any recollection of giving a license you would give him one at once.” 
Mr. Keogh said, “I did say that”; “Well,” said I, “my son did write to 
Captain Coote,” but he did not answer, “ but a gentleman wrote him, and here 
is his answer. I must relurn it to the gentleman, but here is a copy of it ; 
you may keep if you like.” He said, “ No, I have nothing to do with copies.” 
He then read the following letter from Captain Coote to Mr. Callan, m.p. : — 

“ Dear Shy _ Mallow, 11 November 1873. 

“ I cannot distinctly remember at this lengthened period of time whether I gave 
M'Catfrey a carrying license or not; my impression is that I did give him a red license. 
On my leaving Dundalk I handed over all the blocks, and I am quite confident I never 
issued a license without entering it in the block. If M'Cafl’rey had the license in his 
possession I think probably some person must have seen it, and by that means he could 
prove the accuracy of his statement to Mr. Keogh’s satisfaction. 

“ I am, &c. 

" Rohert C. Coote.'' 

When Captain Keogh read the letter I said, “ Now, sir, I am able to prove 
that head constable Richard Costello, who is now stationed in Carlinscford, 
handed to me in October 18/0 a red license for my son to have and cany one 
double-barrel gun in the counties of Louth and Armagh, and signed Robert 
C. Coote, and tljat my son had that license in his possession up to the 25th of 
Marcii 18/2, when it was stolen out of his pocket, as he will prove on oath if 
necessary. Captain Keogh then said, “ Well, if you establish that it would 
show that three years ago he was thought worthy to get it, but at present I 
cannot nor will not grant it, no matter how recommended, he is just as strongly 
objected to. I said, “ There can be no objection to him except it is through 
jealousy of shooting ; he is in some people’s way, but I say he has as much 
permission to shoot as any man in Dundalk, and that permission in writing in 
the counties of Louth, Armagh, and Monaghan, and I am at a loss of about 
1 Z. a week by his not getting leave to go out to shoot, and surely it was not 
men who were in the habit of taking out game certificates that the law was 
intended to oppress. ’ He said, “ No matter what you say or do, I will not for 
the present move a peg, and I tell you, M'Caffrey, that you need not try any- 
where else ; all is now in my bands.” I said, “ 1 will not let it drop ; my son 
never was accused of any crime, and never was either arrested or summoned by 
a policeman ; and how his character would be assailed in this way behind his 
back and mine is what I will most earnestly insist on inquir}' into.” He said, 

I make no charge on his character ; there has been objections made to him so 
strong ^ that I cannot move in the matter at present.” I said, “ I will 
memorial the Lord Lieutenant.” He said, ‘‘You may do that if you like, but I 
tell you that you will not get any satisfaction; your memorial will be sent to 
me, and 1 will tell the Government the objections that is to him, hut you will 
not know what they are, or who made them, so you will be where 3 mu started ; 
but please yourself, you need not come to me any more.” 

I have myself a red license granted by Captain Coote, r.m., on l/th February 
1866, to have and carry two single-barrel guns and one sword in the 
proclaimed parts of the counties of Louth and Armagh ; signed Robert C. Coote, 
and endorsed on the 25 th of October 1870 by L. A. Treston, Esq., r.m., for 
County Monaghan. I now distinctly and solemnly declare that a similar red 
license was handed me by Head Constable Richard Costello, in the month of 
October 1870, granted to John M‘Caffrey, jun., of Bridge-street, Dundalk, to 
have and carry one double-barrel gun in the counties of Louth and Armagh, 
and signed Robert C. Coote ; and I firmly believe and declare, if, as Captain 
Coote writes, Mr. Callan, M.r., that he never issued a lice ns e without encering 
It in the block, that the block of the red license book will show that such 
ucense was issued ; and if the block does not so show, 1 charge that same has 
been tampered with for the purpose, of keeping my son, John M‘Caffrey, jun., 
rom shooting when it was found that he lost his license, and I huinbl}’’ but 
earnestly request that an investigation on oath before a duly constituted im- 
^54- B partial 
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partial tribunal at which I can be legaUy represented be ordered to inquire into 
the matter charged. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be 
true, and by virtue of the provisions of an Act made and passed in the Session 
of Parliament of the fifth and sixth years of the reign of his late Majesty King 
William the Fourth, intituled an Act to repeal an Act of the present Session 
of Parliament, intituled an Act for the more effectual abolition of oaths and 
affirmations taken and made in various departments of the State, and to sub- 
stitute declaration in lieu thereof, and for the more entire suppression of volun- 
tary and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits, and to make other provisions for 
the abolition of unnecessary oaths. 



Bridge-street, Dundalk, 

18 November 1873. 



(signed) John M'Caffteij. 



Made and subscribed before me this 18th day of November 18/3. 

(signed) i?. Coleman, 

[Stamps.] Justice of said Countv. 



Declaration of Joh7i M^Ca^rey, Junior. 



County of Louth, to Wit : 

Petty Sessions District of Dundalk. 

I, John M'Caffeey, jun., son of John M'Caffrey, of Bridge-street, Dundalk, 
do sincerely and solemnly declare that 1 have read the declaration of my father ■ 
tlMt It IS true; and, in addition thereto, I solemnly and sincerely declare that 
when head constable R. Costello spoke about me having to get a red license in 
October 18/0 I went to Captain Coote, h.m., and lie told me to go to Mr. 
/ objected to me he would not give it to me. I went 

to Mr. Supple and asked him had he any objections to me getting a red license. 
He said, No, not the least ; I then went to Captain Coote’s house, and did not 
see him so I wrote lum what Mr. Supple had said, and that I would be obliged 

Costello, head constable, brought it to me, as described in my 
1^-0 u ^ dm my possession up to Monday, the 25t!i of March 

1 “ P»eket-book containing it and my game certificate and money, 
heiufrir f ' gdve up hopes of its 

woiilfl t be-PPened to me. He said he 

I went t shooting season was near, 

to hTm Tp tl I tl’d'd time 

BaU n w Jd flfi '* ^ ™ent to Captain 

ah, R.M., and told him about it; he said he would look in the books, and see 

tm™ a' constable Costello in 

town. He IS stationed at Carlingford ; I brought him to Captain Ball and 

Cooffi’ Mr Ball, did he bring me a red license from Captain 

^ after. 



Sir, 



“ To Captain Keoffh, e.m., Dundalk. 



a note from Mr* f Slf*'! f ^ l“ ^ ^ 

J SLr hirS now ^ r of ib as I have 

■in. 
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of Lo\ith to carry fowling-pieces. Such a report certainly came from the Chief Secretary 
for Irelaudj and I think that I, wlio has had a game certificate for five years, oucht not 
to be refused a red license, when my character is without blot or stain. ^ 



“ I am, &c. 

“ John M' Cafrey, Jun.” 

I solemnly declare that when I went to Captain Keogh’s house with this 
letter, I had a conversation with him about the license. He said he could not 
give an answer for the present. I told him that I was at a great loss by not 
getting leave to go out to shoot, and he told me, if I wrote to Captain Coote, 
and if he has any remembrance of giving you a license, I will give one to you 
at once. I told him that if I wi’ote to Captain Coote he would not answer my 
letter. He said, Well, indeed, he will, for gentlemen that are placed tlje same 
as myself and Captain Coote would answer letters from the very poorest per- 
sons. 1 then wrote to Captain Coote, but got no answer. 

And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing some to be 
true, and by virtue of the provisions of an Act made and passed in the Session 
of Parliament of the fifth and sixth years of the reign of his late Majesty Kino- 
William the Fourth, intituled, an Act to repeal an Act of the present Session of 
Parliament, intituled an Act for the effectual Abolition of Oaths and Affirmations 
taken and made in various departments of the State, aud to substitute Declara- 
tions in lieu thereof, and for the more entire suppression of voluntary and extra 
judicial oaths and affidavits, and to make other provisions for the abolition of 
unnecessary oaths. 

Dated and signed this l/th day of November 18/3. 



{"Stamp.] 



John M‘ Cafrey, Juu., 

Bridge-street, Dundalk. 

Made and subscribed before me this 18th day of 
November 18/13, 



(signed) B. Coltman, 

Justice of said County. 



The Chief Secretary for Ireland to P. Callan, Esq., m.p. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 13 December 1873. 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 6th instant, asking for the appointment of a commission 
to inquire into the conduct of the constabular}’- authorities of Dundalk, and of 
Captain Keogh, resident magistrate, in re the Messrs. M‘Caffrey. 

I have, &c. 

Philip CaUan, Esq., m.p., (signed) Hartington. 

Cookstown House, Ardee. 



The Chief Secretary for Ii'eland to P. Callan, Esq., m.p. 

Sir, Irish Office, 20 February 18/4. 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of the 
memorial of John M‘Caffrey, of Bridge-street, Dundalk, and the declarations 
which accompanied it, and also of your memorandum, dated 6th December last, 
which was submitted therewith, containing various allegations reflecting upon 
the conduct of the resident magistrate and the constabularly stationed at 
Dundalk, as to certain proceedings relative to an application for an arms license 
made to the resident magistrate by John M‘Cafeey, and praying that his 
Excellency may be pleased to direct the appointment of a Commission or 
Commissioners to investigate and inquire into the several matters com- 
plained of. 

His Excellency has caused full and careful inquiry to be made into the cir- 
cumstances of the case, and although it is unnecessary to enter into a full review 
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of the facts, he deems it right to state that he has been satisfied that many of 
the allegations in the memorial and accoinpaying documents must hace been 
made under some misapprehension. 

“With reference to the charge which has been brought against Captain Keogh, 
K.M., I am to observe that the law vests in the licensing officer the discretmn 
of granting or refusing a license, and with sttch discretion his E.vcellency does 
not interfere. It is quite true that M‘Caffrey was recommended to Mr. keo=-h 
for a license by Mr. Kelly and Mr. Colman, J.p.’s., and by yourself; but his 
Excellency cannot concur with you in opinion that Mr. Keogh’s refusal ’to grant ' 
a license to M’Caifrey upon the recommendations made in his behalf affects 
the personal honour of the gentlemen making such representations. It is to be 
home in mind that conscientious differences of opinion may exist as to the 
proper persons to whom licenses ought to be granted, and as a matter of fact in 
this case the granting of a license to M’Caffrey, junior, was objected to by a 
magistrate of the County Louth, who is a gentleman of the hio-hest 
character. 

His Excellency considers Mr. Keogh’s explanation to he satisfactory and 
sees no reason for any further inquiry with respect to his conduct in this case. 

W ith reference to the grave charge made against the constabulary, of havino- 
tempered with the book of blocks containing the entries of licenses granted by 
Captain Coote, his Excellency desires me to state, that in the course of the in- 
vestigation he desired the block book of arms licenses granted in 1 870 by Captain 
Coote to be forwarded to him, and that a book was accordingly transmitted to 
him on the 10th Januaiy, in which the name of Mr. M'Caffrey does not appear. 
On the Ipth January', however, ,\lr. Supple, the sub-inspector, reported to Mr 
Keogh that a large parcel, supposed to contain blocks of licenses to carry arms’ 
had been found in the aueen-street Police Baixack, and that he had only heard 
that such was the case on the previous Saturdav. Mr. Supple was informed of 
the fact by the head constable Greer, and Mr. Keogh went to the barrack with 
the suli-mspector, and found a parcel securely fastened with cord, which his 
ExceUency is satisfied had been for a long time undisturbed. This parcel con- 
tamed a number of blocks of licenses and also letters recommending persons 
or hcemes ; ainongst those blocks for the year 1870, an entry was found of a 
hcense having been given to John M’Caffrey, jun., by Captain Coote. 

blocks M nnt"h' unfortunate that a proper search for the book of 

blocks had not been previously made, as it would have at once placed the fact 
beyond a doubt that. M'CafPrey was duly licensed to have and carry a .run 
but he^is of opinion that the facts stated completely exonerated the constabularv 
from the charge of having tampered with these books constabulary 

In other respects, however, the conduct of the constabulary throughout the 
proceedings referred to, has not met with his Excellency’s approvIl Th 
appear to have acted under the misapprehension that a person wtei had lost liis 

rite Itesr "" “ “"y the -rs me7tionedr 

His Excellency regrets extremely that such a misapprehension of the law on 
their part should have caused M’Caffrey unnecessary annoyance 

fi.rthB,- the constabulary should have used 

tote efforts to ascertain the facts, and should have oommunteted to the 

th^lece^arfstosrr™^^^ Ms Excellency has taken 

ground for mstitutmg any further inquiry into their case. 

His Excellency observes that it is represented that M'Caffrev has been at a 
lented f f ^is having telnTm^erll pre 

shall be rioupSto®M^Caffrey.™*'''‘'’“''“'^’ that this amount 

Philip Callan, Esq., M.P. ^Hartington. ' 
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PEACE PRESERVATION (IRELAND) 
ACT. 



COPY of ConRESPONDESCE between His Excel- 
lency tho Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland, and Mr. Gallan, m.p., 
enclosing Statutory Declarations of Messrs. 
M‘Caffrey, with reference to License to carry 
Arms under the Peace Preservation Act 
(Ireland). 



(A/t. Callan.') 
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